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WILLIAMSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
COURSE DESCRIPTION GUIDE 

2011 - 2012 
 

       
 
This course description guide is meant to give you direction as you plan for your high school 
career.  It is meant to be more than just looking at the next year, but rather what four years might 
look like for you.  Some courses are offered on an every other year basis.  This allows you to 
plan for them.  As you plan for the future you can see what course sequences may require four 
years of study or three years of study.  The total credits needed to graduate from #210 are listed 
on the first page of this guide.  Twenty eight (28) credits are needed over the four years. 
 
Another reference for you to examine is your HANDBOOK.  It gives you details about work 
release, early graduation, and attending Carl Sandburg College on a part-time basis during your 
senior year.  Policy statements have been developed by the Board of Education for such pursuits. 
 
Yet another option for our students is attending the Galesburg Area Vocational Center (GAVC) 
during the morning hours.  You should see Mr. Hise for applications for attending GAVC.  
Students attending Galesburg Area Vocational Center should be ready to pay $175 per semester 
for the cost of these courses.  ALL pay for GAVC including those who qualify for fr ee or 
reduced lunches! 
 
Students may register with Carl Sandburg College for dual credit courses.  By their very nature, 
dual credit courses are more rigorous than high school courses.  CSC instructors will issue grades 
for the Dual Credit courses at the end of the semester.  The cost for a three credit hour course 
will be:  $414.00 or $138.00 per credit hour for the 2011 – 2012 school years (subject to 
change).  This cost does NOT include textbooks.  Fall registration for dual credit courses begins 
in April with payment due sometime the end of July/ beginning of August 2011.   
 

By now I hope all of you know the requirements needed to keep pace with your class.  
The HANDBOOK again describes the credits for high school levels as well as what is needed to 
be passed on to the next class in middle school.  Credit recovery is available through on-line 
sources with administrative approval.  The student is responsible for the costs.  There is the 
possibility of doing a correspondence class, too.  See Mr. Hise for information. 

 
Please make every effort to stay within the deadlines.  The sign up sheet does require a 

parent/guardian signature.  With your help we can build the schedule, which best suits your 
needs.  Thanks for your help!! 
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 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS   
 
 

SUBJECT         CREDITS 
 
English           4.0 
Mathematics          3.0 
Science           3.0 
Social Studies          3.0 
 
Resource Management        0.5 
Driver’s Education         0.5 
Health           0.5 
Computer Application (Keyboarding)      1.0 
 
Physical Education         4.0 
Parenting/ Adult Living        0.5 
Electives 
 College Prep students would  
 Be advised to take Spanish I – II. 
 
 
Students attending Galesburg Area Vocational Center should be ready to 
pay $175 per semester for the cost of these courses.  This is payable at 
registration time, in August. 
 
Going to CSC – There is a cost to the student, with the balance paid by 
the district. 
 
A reminder:  no more than 3 (THREE) credits may be earned 
outside of District #210, to make-up credits. 
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I.     ENGLISH     
 

Required courses:  4 credits 
 
ENGLISH/ Language Arts (9th Grade) Grade 9           1 credit 
 
The English/ Language Arts (9th Grade) course builds upon students’ prior knowledge of 
grammar, vocabulary, word usage, and the mechanics of writing.  Students will read short 
stories, novels, poetry, and plays.  They will write a variety of narratives and essays that are 
creative, or literature related, and/ or research based. 
 
 
ENGLISH/ Language Arts (10th Grade) Grade 10          1 credit 
 
The English/ Language Arts (10th Grade) course offers a balanced focus on composition and 
literature.  Students will write essays that are persuasive, critical, and creative.  Through the 
study of various genres of literature, students will improve their reading rate and comprehension 
and develop the skills to determine the author’s intent and them and recognize various literary 
elements and techniques.  Students will also practice public speaking and communication skills 
through a variety of discussions, speeches, and presentations. 
 
 
ENGLISH/ Language Arts (11th Grade) Grade 11          1 credit 
 
The English/ Language Arts (11th Grade) course will continue to develop students’ writing sills, 
emphasizing clear, logical writing patterns, word choice, and usage.  Students will write essays 
and learn the techniques of writing research papers.  Students will continue to read works of 
literature with an emphasis on American writers and write critical responses to selected works. 
 
 
ENGLISH/ Language Arts (12th Grade) Grade 12          1 credit 
 
The English/ Language Arts (12th Grade) course blends composition and literature into a 
cohesive whole as students write critical and comparative analyses of selected World Literature 
as they continue to develop their language arts skills.  Students will primarily write multi-
paragraph essays, but will also write one or more research papers. 
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MODERN POETRY/ LITERATURE/  Grades 11 – 12          ½ credit    
DRAMA   
 
The Modern Poetry/ Literature/ Drama course aims to improve students’ language arts and 
critical thinking skills, but uses selected poems, literature, and drama from the 19th and 20th 
centuries to explore particular themes as expressed from several points of view.  Such themes 
may include The American Dream, Society and Self, Exploration, War and Peace, Man versus 
Self, etc.  Oral discussion is an integral part of this literature course, and written compositions 
will be required. 
 
CREATIVE WRITING     Grades 11 -1 2         ½ credit 
& AMERICAN HUMOR  
 
The Creative Writing & American Humor course focuses on students developing and improving 
their techniques and individual writing styles in poetry, short stories, drama, essays, and other 
forms of prose.  The emphasis of the course is on writing; however, students will study 
exemplary representations and authors to obtain a fuller appreciation of the form and craft of 
humor.  Such work will include:  Twain, Bierce, Thurber, Bombeck, Royko, Keillor, etc. 
 
READING WORKSHOP I, II   Grades 9 – 10         1 credit 
 
Placement Required.  Reading Workshop is a year-long course for students willing to make a 
commitment to improve and enhance their reading skills.  The workshop will emphasize 
organizational skills, reading, and advanced reading strategies, and test-taking. 
 
READING WORKSHOP III    Grade 11          1 credit 
 
Placement required.  Reading Workshop is a year-long course for students willing to make a 
commitment to improve and enhance their reading skills.  The workshop will emphasize 
metacognition; systematic word study; extended written reading response; transference of 
reading strategies; fluency, and test taking strategies. 
 
 
COLLEGE ENGLISH     Grade 12          1 credit 
(DUAL CREDIT) 
 
This course is designed for individuals planning to pursue a bachelor’s degree as well as those 
who wish to develop proficiency in writing.  First semester, emphasis is on critical reading, 
organization, logical thought, paragraphing, development, sentence structure, grammar, and 
punctuation.  There will also be argumentation and inductive/ deductive reasoning.  Second 
semester, emphasis is on reading and writing about various types of prose, especially short 
fiction and the novel.  A research paper that demonstrates analysis of the novel is the primary 
writing activity.   
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INTRODUCTION TO      Grades 11 – 12        ½ credit 
PUBLIC SPEAKING (DUAL CREDIT)  
 
This is a performance course in public speaking.  The principles of oral public communication 
will be presented through readings and lecture.  The student will apply these principles in the 
speeches presented to the class.  Emphasis will be placed on the discovery and organization of 
important ideas and the communication of those ideas to a specific audience.  This course is 
intended for individuals who desire to complete a bachelor’s degree and those who desire to 
develop competence in public speaking. 
 
Communications College Credit 
 
 
 

II.   MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT      
 
 Required courses:  3 credits from any of the offerings 
 
 
CONSUMER & CAREER    Grade 10          1 credit 
MATHEMATICS  
  
 Prerequisite:  Algebra and Geometry 
 
This course presents to students a wide variety of applied mathematics problems in realistic 
settings.  These problems have been selected to include applications that students are likely to 
use immediately as well as applications that have obvious future relevance.  In this way, students 
get practice in applying mathematics and obtain a realistic view of the role of mathematics in life 
situations. 
 
ALGEBRA 1A      Grades 8 -12         1 credit 
 
This course is the beginning of a basic algebra course in which the study of algebra will develop 
over a two-year period.  Students who take this course will be required to enroll in Algebra 1B 
during their next year of school.  Topics covered in this course include algebraic expressions and 
equations, the numbering system, proportional reasoning, graphing, and inequalities. 
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ALGEBRA 1B     Grades 9 – 12         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  Algebra 1A 
 
This course is the second year of algebra covered in a two-year period.  Topics covered include 
systems, polynomials, factoring, quadratics, and radicals. 
 
 
ALGEBRA I      Grades 8 – 12         1 credit 
 
This course is intended for students that have developed the necessary pre-algebra skills that will 
enable them to succeed in algebra at a progressed pace.  Topics include the real number system, 
solving equations, proportional reasoning, graphing, polynomials, factoring, solving quadratics,  
and radicals.                                            
 
 
GEOMETRY      Grades 9 - 10         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  Algebra 1B or Algebra I 
 
The goals of this course are to develop proficiency with geometric skills; to expand the student 
understands of geometric concepts, and to improve the student’s logical reasoning.  The course 
consists of both plane and solid geometry.  The student’s logical reasoning is tested in deductive 
proofs.  Students learn the basic properties of figures and shapes that make up the world.  
Students also get hands-on experience with compasses and rulers for basic instructions. 
 
ALGEBRA II      Grades 10 - 11         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Geometry 
 
This course includes linear relations and functions, linear programming, theory of equations, 
matrices, descriptive statistics, and includes a chapter on probability.  Sequences and Series will 
also be explored.  This is an excellent preparatory course for students planning on furthering 
their education after high school.  Essential higher mathematical skills will be developed in this 
course. 
 
 
ALGEBRA III       Grades 11 – 12         1 credit 
  

Prerequisite:  Algebra II 
 
This is a college preparatory math course.  It is strongly recommended for students planning on 
entering a math-related field of study.  Topics discussed in this course include:  functions and 
their graphs, polynomial and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, systems 
of equations and inequalities, binomial theorem, and counting and probability. 



 7

FUNCTIONAL STATISTICS   Grades 11 – 12         1 credit 
& TRIGONOMETRY (EDUNET)  
 
COLLEGE ALGEBRA     Grade 12          1 credit  
(EDUNET) 
 
TRIGONOMETRY     Grade 12          1 credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  Algebra III 
 
This is a college preparatory math course.  It is strongly recommended for students planning on 
entering a math-related field of study.  Topics discussed in this course include:  vectors, circular 
functions, trigonometry, and applications of trigonometry, and polar coordinates.  Topics in 
analytic geometry will also be explored.  If time permits, basic concepts of calculus will be 
covered as well.   

III.   SCIENCE DEPARTMENT  
 
 Required courses:  3 units from any of the offering 
 
 
BIOLOGY I                                      Grades 9-12                        1 credit 
 
Biology is the study of living things.  This course includes a survey of biochemistry, cell 
biology, genetics, classification, botany, and zoology.  Lab activities are infused throughout the 
curriculum. 
 
*Biology I is required for all freshmen unless special circumstances arise. 
 
 
 
BIOLOGY II                                        Grades 11-12                         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Biology I and Chemistry or Physical Science with a C or better 
 
Biology II is an advanced study of specific areas in biology.   Topics to be covered include:  First 
Quarter:  Biochemistry/Microbiology, Second Quarter:  Genetics, Third Quarter:  Zoology, 
Fourth Quarter:  Botany. 
 
 
 



 8

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY          Grades 11-12         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Biology I and Chemistry or Physical Science with a C or better 
 
Anatomy & Physiology is the study of the structures and functions of the human body.  All 
major systems are covered.  Dissection and clinical diagnosis are infused throughout the 
curriculum. 
 
 
ECOLOGY                Grades 10-12         1 credit 
 
 Perquisites:  Biology I and enrollment in Chemistry or Physical Science 
 
Earth Community is an integrated science.  It will incorporate biology, chemistry, and earth 
science while learning about the environment.  The lab activities and field studies will encourage 
you to take a closer look at the environment in which you live and your roll in its future. 
 
SCIENCE SURVEY                           Grades 10-12         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Biology I and enrollment in Chemistry or Physical Science 
 
Science survey offers students a chance to choose which areas of science they would like to 
study for the semester.  The following are choices that would be offered as semester courses: 
 
 METEROLOGY 
 This course will cover the study of climate and weather patterns. 
 

 
ASTRONOMY 
This course will include in investigation of all the matter-energy in the universe: its distribution, 
composition, physical states, movements, and how it changes.     

 
 
MARINE SCIENCE 
Marine science would include a nine-week study of oceanography and a nine-week study of 
marine biology.   
 
 
RESEARCH 
This course will allow students to perform in depth research and experimentation on topics of 
their choice.  
 
 
ZOOLOGY 
This course will focus on the study of various types of animals.  
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CHEMISTRY    Grades 10 – 12         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Algebra I (C or better) 
 
Basic chemistry principles and the development of these principles are learned.  This course is an 
advanced lab-oriented approach to the science with much of the class time devoted to labs.  
Basic procedures and apparatus are learned.  Lecture material concerns classic chemistry.  Basic 
algebra is used in the course of the year.  The course is recommended for college bound students. 
 
 
CHEMISTRY II      Grades 11 – 12         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Chemistry I (C or better) 
 
Second year chemistry is for students who have taken first year chemistry.  We will address 
topics not covered in Chemistry I.  Suggested for students who intend to take college chemistry.  
We will cover topics not covered in Chemistry I including organic chemistry and nuclear 
chemistry.  Lab activities and reports are a major part of the course. 
 
 
PHYSICS (ADVANCED SCIENCE)  Grades 11 – 12         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Algebra I (C or better) 
 
Class may be taken in conjunction with Chemistry I with teacher approval.  This class will 
explore these areas of Physics (kinematics, sound, light and electricity).  While it is a science 
course and labs are employed, it will also focus on use of math to calculate events occurring in 
the laboratory and class work components of this class. 
 
 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE     Grades 9 - 10         1 credit 
 
 Required for all freshmen or sophomores unless enrolled in Chemistry 
 
Students will explore some of the basic principles of physics and chemistry.  Text, labs, and 
Internet use will comprise the curriculum.  Activities and projects will be done throughout the 
year. 
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MICROBIOLOGY     Grades 11 – 12        ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Biology I & Physical Science   
 
This semester course studies microorganisms, most of which cannot be seen with the naked eye.  
Through text readings, internet activities and laboratory investigations, students can study the 
microbial life of bacteria, viruses, yeast, and molds.  Lab activities will center on microscope 
use, culturing techniques, aseptic procedures, and staining of microorganisms.  The disease 
processes of microorganisms will be researched.  Specific areas of water, soil and food 
microbiology will be covered.   
 
 

 FORENSIC SCIENCE   Grades 11 – 12        ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  Physical Science 
 
Who Did It?  Forensic Science is the study and application of science to matters of law.  This 
course focuses on practices and analysis of physical evidence found at crime scenes.  The basic 
processes and principles of scientific thinking will be used to solve problems that are not only 
science related, but also cross the curriculum with critical thinking skills.  Various types of 
evidence will be analyzed (the crime scene, fingerprints, hair, fibers, toxins, blood, DNA soil, 
handwriting, document analysis).  Through textbook readings, case studies, internet activities, 
and hands-on investigations, students will use their inductive and deductive reasoning skills to 
conclude who committed the crime. 
 
 

IV.   SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT  
 
 Required courses:  American History (1 credit) 
         American Government (1 credit) 
         And an additional credit in social studies from this list 
 
 
In order to graduate, you must successfully complete three social studies credits, which you can 
do in either of these two ways: 
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 1)  For all college-bound students: take World Geography (freshman year), American 
Government (as a Sophomore) and American History II and III (junior year).  It is also highly 
recommended that any college-bound student take Western Civilization as a senior, for dual-
credit at WHS and Carl Sandburg College. 
 
 
 2)  For non-college bound students:  take World Geography as a freshman, American 
History and Government as a Sophomore or Junior, and acquire another social studies credit, 
probably by taking Current Events some year prior to Graduation.  To emphasize:  this option 
meets all social studies requirements for graduation from WHS, but it is not recommended for 
any student who plans to attend a baccalaureate program at a two or four year college. 
 
 

WORLD GEOGRAPHY   Grade 9          1 credit 
 
World Geography is a freshman-level overview of the geography of the world.  It includes the 
study of physical, cultural, and regional geography, including demographics, with a focus on the 
interaction between man and his environment.  The course begins with a unit on the geographer’s 
tools, followed by lessons on the various elements of physical and cultural geography.  During 
most of the course, these elements will be used to study the geography of world regions, 
including (in this approximate order):  Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and Oceania, and the 
Americas. 
 
 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT   Grade 10          1 credit 
 
American Government meets and exceeds all State of Illinois high school requirements for 
“constitution tests” and other civic and government mandates from the State Board of education.  
In this course, students study the institutions of American national and Illinois state government, 
and then explore how those institutions interact and function in a modern American society.  All 
students are required, during the school year, to attend one meeting of an elected body and keep 
up with events in the news.  At the end of the year, if time permits, there is a short unit on basic 
economics, and how the government and economy interact. 
 
 
COLLEGE PREP AMERICAN HISTORY: The two following courses are offered for 
average and above-average students who plan to attend college after high school graduation.  
The value in historical study lies in the applicability of past events to present and future 
situations.  Therefore, the concentration is on the cause-and-effect relationships involved in all 
history, rather than simple rote memorization of dates, names and other facts.  Critical thinking 
skills are emphasized.   
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AMERICAN HISTORY II: THE PROGRESSIVE ERA TO  
WORLD WAR II      Grade 11         ½ credit (required) 
 
American History II is a college-preparation survey course covering the history of the United 
States from the beginning of the Progressive Era to World War II.  This course fulfills and 
exceeds all Illinois high school requirements for this period of U.S. history. 
 
 
AMERICAN HISTORY III:  WORLD WAR II TO THE MODERN E RA 
       Grade 11         ½ credit  
 
American History III is a college-preparation survey course covering the history of the United 
States from World War II to the modern era.  This course fulfills and exceeds all Illinois high 
school requirements for this period of U.S. history. 
 
 
WESTERN CIVILIZATION    Grades 11 – 12         1 credit 
(DUAL CREDIT) 
 
 Prerequisites:  Successful completion of American History and American Government 
 
Juniors and Seniors taking this course may get “dual credit,” from both WHS and Carl Sandburg 
College for a Western Civilization course.  This course is advanced for academically strong 
students.  In it, they will study the development and history of the civilizations of the west, from 
the ancient Greeks to the World Wars of the 20th Century.  While some reference to non-western 
cultures is inevitable (such as a study of the Islamic religion), the basic course of study is of the 
political, philosophical, and social development of the major countries of Western Europe:  
England, France, Spain, Germany, Italy, and their neighbors.  When this material coincides with 
that covered in American History, it is studied from the European perspective.   
 
In addition, students will be exposed to a true college-style environment, where they will learn 
much they need about listening, studying, and note-taking skills:  all essential tools for college-
bound students. 
 

  AMERICAN HISTORY   Grades 10 – 12         1 credit 
& GOVERNMENT  
 
 Required unless enrolled in American History II & III 
 
American History & Government is designed to prepare students for responsible participation in 
American society through an understanding of the institutions and processes of American history 
and American and Illinois government.  This course meets the State of Illinois high school 
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requirements for US history and US and State of Illinois constitution tests.  This course is not 
recommended for students who intend to attend baccalaureate college programs. 
 
ECONOMICS (1 semester)   Grade 12         ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  successful completion of American Government and American History 
 
Economics is a one-semester overview of the basics of Economics.  The course is divided into 
two parts:  theoretical and practical.  Students will study the elements of micro- and macro-
economic theory, such as the workings of a market economy, the interactions of supply and 
demand, and the role of government in a modern, market-based economic system.  In addition, 
they will learn the practical basis of investment, personal financial planning, and financial 
management.   
 
 

 LAW FOR BEGINNERS    Grades 11 – 12         ½ credit 
(1 semester) 
 
 Prerequisite:  successful completion of American Government 
 
Law for Beginners is a course that uses information learned in American Government.  All 
American citizens need to understand our legal system and their potential interaction with it.  
Students in Law for Beginners will use Supreme Court decisions, trial results, current law, and 
legislative actions to gain a broader and deeper understanding of the law and their relationship to 
it.   
 
CURRENT EVENTS    Grades 9 – 12         1 credit 
 
Current Events is a year-long course for students who would like to improve their reading ability.  
It is especially recommended for Juniors.  Successful prior completion of World Geography is a 
plus.  The instructor takes events from topics in the news as a vehicle for reading and discussion 
so the student can form clearer, more factually-based opinions about issues of concern to the 
United States and in the world in the modern era.  Students will complete the class with a 
broader understanding of US and world events and an improved ability to comprehend difficult 
reading. 
 
PSYCHOLOGY     Grades 11 – 12        ½ credit 
(DUAL CREDIT) 
 
This course is structured to provide a sound scientific foundation for students intending to major 
or minor in psychology.  Also, it is beneficial to students desiring to develop a basic 
understanding of human behavior.  Various factors, which influence behavior, are studied 
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including learning, perception, motivation and personality.  Behavior disorders, selected 
psychotherapies, and the physiological basis of behavior are also covered.   
 
 
SOCIOLOGY      Grades 11 – 12        ½ credit 
(DUAL CREDIT) 
 
The purpose of this course is to acquaint the student with the discipline of sociology as it applies 
to contemporary American society.  This course provides an orientation to the student interested 
in social science or the helping professions.  Among specific topics to be studied are:  how the 
sociologist gathers information, the importance of culture and symbols, personality development, 
the changing structure of the family, social class and inequality, race and ethnicity, and deviant 
behavior. 
 
 
 
 

V.    HEALTH DEPARTMENT  
 
 Required:  ½ credit in Health 
 
HEALTH       Grades 9 – 10        ½ credit 
 
The student will learn the basic concepts of maintaining good health in the modern world.  
Students are evaluated on class participation, written assignments, and chapter tests.  The 
curriculum will include the following: 
 
Relaxation and stress reduction techniques 
Mental Health (behavior, emotions, 
disorders, therapy) 
Nutrition 
Diseases 
Consumer Health 

Media Interpretations 
Public Health 
Sex Education  
CPR Instruction and certification 
A.I.D.S./ HIV 
Decision Making

 
All grade 9 students will be scheduled into Health except those who qualify for Driver 
Education.  Students will not be scheduled for Physical Education at the same time they are in 
Health. 
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VI. FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT   
 
 

  SPANISH I   Grades 9 – 10         1 credit 
 
The purpose of Spanish I is to learn to speak Spanish with a controlled vocabulary and to 
familiarize the students with the Hispanic culture with an emphasis on Mexican culture.  By the 
end of the first year, students should understand spoken Spanish, read materials within their 
vocabulary level, write grammatically correct sentences and have acquired sensitivity to the 
Spanish-speaking world.  Students will acquire these skills and information through the TPR 
(Total Physical Response) Method and TPRS Method (Total Physical Response with Stories), 
written assignments, readings, and videos. 
 
SPANISH II      Grades 10 – 12         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Spanish I (A grade of C or better in Spanish I) 
 
Spanish II is obviously the follow-up course of Spanish I.  Its purpose is to develop greater 
proficiency in speaking and understanding Spanish.  Students will do much more speaking, 
reading, writing, and grammar.  They will converse informally in Spanish.  Their readings are 
mostly about Hispanic culture with an emphasis on the culture of Central America and South 
America. 
 

  SPANISH III     Grades 11 – 12         1 credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  Spanish II (A grade of C or better in Spanish II) 
 
In Spanish III, the students will continue to expand their vocabulary through TPRS and essays.  
They will continue to learn more grammar; however, more emphasis will be placed on speaking, 
reading and writing on their own.  They will read short stories and discuss them in Spanish, 
and/or write summaries in Spanish.  (Other readings will bring to class much of Spanish culture 
and customs together with Spanish videos and Spanish music). 
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SPANISH IV   Grade 12          1 credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  Spanish III 
 
Spanish IV will be based on more conversation, advanced reading selections with formal 
discussions and written essays.  They will continue learning new vocabulary and grammar.   
The students will continue to explore Hispanic culture through videos, music, and the reading of 
novels. 
 

 
 

VII.   BUSINESS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT  
 
 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS    Grades 9-12         1 credit 
(formerly known as Keyboarding) 
 
*Required 
 
Computer Applications is designed to increase student keyboarding skill through drill practice 
and reinforcement of correct techniques. Students will develop speed and accuracy as they learn 
to produce personal and business documents such as letters, memos, reports, tables, and job-
related documents.   
 
 
 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS II   Grades 10-12         1 credit 
 
Prerequisite:  Computer Applications with at least a C grade average or consent of 
the teacher 
 
Computer Applications II is designed to develop computer competency.  Students will use a 
variety of computer applications with emphasis on word processing, spreadsheets, database 
management, presentation software, desktop publishing, and photo editing.  Students will 
become proficient integrating these applications. 
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ACCOUNTING       Grades 10-12         1 credit 
 
This course provides a general introduction to accounting and emphasizes the need for financial 
records.  It presents the fundamental accounting equation and its application to accounting 
procedures, including the basic steps of the accounting cycle, special journals and ledgers, 
worksheets, adjusting and closing entries, the purchase and sale of merchandise, notes and 
interest, payroll records, and personal income taxes.  This course develops the skills, knowledge, 
and attitude necessary for individuals to conduct personal business or to further an education in a 
variety of careers in the business world. 
 
PUBLICATIONS                            Grades 11-12                       1 credit 
  
This course focuses on a variety of publications throughout the year. Students will learn the basic 
elements of journalism and yearbook production.  Special emphasis on topics include:  
journalistic writing, photography, journalistic business practices, computer applications, sales, 
and interviewing.  Students taking this course must be self-directed yet able to work effectively 
in a group.  Leadership, cooperation, and high standards of achievement will be learned in the 
Publications classroom. 
 
INTRO TO BUSINESS    Grades 10-12         1 credit 
 
This class will introduce you to the exciting and challenging world of business.  Throughout the 
course, you will learn about many topics that you will encounter throughout your life and help 
you become a more knowledgeable consumer, a well-prepared employee, and an effective citizen 
in our economy.  Extensive coverage of marketing, finance, economics, management, and 
production allows you to explore the foundations of business operations while topics such as 
business ethics, career planning, and technology take you beyond the basics. 
 
 

VIII.     FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE DEPT  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO     Grades 9 – 10        ½ credit 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES CAREERS  
(Formerly known as Orientation to Home Ec.) 
 
 Length of course is one semester 
 
This course introduces students to the field of family and consumer sciences and the many career 
opportunities available in this broad field.  The course includes theory and laboratory 
experiences in the following content areas:  Nutrition and Culinary Arts; Textiles and Design; 
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Family, Career, and Community Leadership Development; Resource Management; Human 
Development and Life-Long Learning; Facility Design, Care, and Management; and 
Interpersonal Relationships and Life Management Skills.  SUPPLIES REQUIRED!!!  
 
 

  NUTRITION &        Grades 9 – 12        ½ credit 
CULINARY ARTS I  
 
This course includes classroom and laboratory experiences needed to develop a knowledge and 
understanding of culinary principles and nutrition for people of all ages.  Course content 
encompass’:  food service and preparation management using the decision-making process; 
meeting basic needs by applying nutrition concepts; meeting health, safety, and sanitation 
requirements; maximizing resources when planning/ preparing/ preserving/ serving food; 
applying hospitality skills; analyzing nutritional needs in relation to change; and careers in 
nutrition and culinary arts, including entrepreneurship investigation.  STUDENT IS 
REQUIRED TO PROVIDE:  NOTEBOOK WITH DIVIDERS.  LAB FEE!!!  
 
 

  NUTRITION &          Grades 9 – 12       ½ credit 
CULINARY ARTS II  
  

Prerequisite:  NUTRITION AND CULINARY ARTS I 
 
Nutrition and Culinary Arts II provides principles of application into the hospitality industry, 
including nutrition, culinary, and entrepreneurial opportunities.  Course content includes the 
following: selection, purchase, preparation, and conservation of food. Dietary needs and trends, 
regional & international cuisine, safety and sanitation, and careers in food service industries.  All 
of these concepts will be interpreted through laboratory experiences.   
 
FOOD SCIENCE             Grades 11 – 12      ½ credit  
 

* can be applied to Science 
 
 Prerequisites:  Nutrition and Culnary Arts I & II and 1 Science Credit 
 
The scientific method is used to study foods as a combination of chemical, physical, and 
biological sciences.  Laboratory skills in measuring, recording, and analyzing data are used to 
explore the interrelationship of food science to the other sciences; the scientific evaluation of 
food, matter, solutions, energy, nutrition; food safety; and food chemistry.  Experimental 
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methods are use to analyze food mixtures, food microbiology, fermentation, sensory processes, 
the preservation of foods and complex food systems.  Technology is studied as it relates to 
product development, consumer needs and experimental designs.  Emphasis is placed on 
emerging careers in food science and biotechnology and the application of food science in food 
service, nutrition, dietetics, and product development.  Student may need to purchase an 
apron or outerwear. 
 

CULINARY     Grades 11 – 12     ½ credit 
OCCUPATIONS I     
 
 Prerequisites:  Previous foods class or work experience, 1 unit of Science 
   LAB FEE 
 
This course provides terminology, culinary math, and practical experiences needed for the 
development of culinary competencies and workplace skills.  Safety and sanitation instruction 
and classroom application will prepare students for an IDPH Sanitation Exam.  Classroom 
experiences will develop skills to work in the front of the house, back of the house, and work 
stations.  Additional content may include:  event planning, customer service and relations, food 
service styles, baking and pastry arts, hors d’oeuveres, experiences on commercial equipment.  
Students must provide an apron or lab coat, hair net, and gloves.  NO open-toed tennis 
shoes and NO work boots. 
 
CULINARY OCCUPATIONS II            Grades 11 – 12       ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Previous food class or work experience, 1 unit of Science 
   LAB FEE  
 
Culinary Occupations II places special emphasis for students to develop operational management 
skills – including design and organization of food service systems in a variety of settings, human 
relations, and personnel training and supervision.  Additional topics include:  food cost 
accounting; taking inventory; advertising; monitoring consumer and industry trends; and 
individualized mastery of culinary techniques.  Training experiences involve equipment and 
facilities simulating those found in business and industry.  Students must provide an apron or 
lab coat, hair net, and gloves.  NO open-toed tennis shoes & NO work boots. 
 

TEXTILES & DESIGN I   Grades 9 – 12       ½ credit 
 
This course is designed to provide basic knowledge and understanding of the design, 
development, and production of textile products.  Through hands-on and project based learning 
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experiences students will discover fiber characteristics, fabric construction methods, elements of 
science and design in textiles and apparel, and basic construction skills used in interior 
furnishings and apparel industries.  This course emphasizes awareness and investigation of 
careers and industry trends in textiles.   
 
STUDENT WILL PROVIDE:  SEWING ESSENTIALS AND FABRIC .  MAY COST UP 
TO $75.00 IN MATERIALS DEPENDING ON STUDENT PROJECT CHOICES. 
 
 
TEXTILES & DESIGN II     Grades 9 – 12       ½ credit 
 
This project-based course focuses on the implementation and recognition of design principles in 
selecting, constructing, altering, and remodeling textile products.  Project management skills, 
including efficient use of time, materials, technique, and tools are incorporated throughout the 
course.  Topics include: engineered fabric constructions; fiber and textile trends; color theory; 
principles of design; fabric finishes; industry construction techniques; use of industry tools, 
equipment, and terminology; knowledge of resources and vendors; research and evaluation of 
textile products for special needs populations; impacts of technology; construction, alteration and 
re-design skills; and simple flat pattern design and recognition.   
STUDENTS WILL PROVIDE:  SEWING ESSENTIALS AND FABRI C.  COST MAYBE 
UP TO $75.00 IN MATERIALS DEPENDING ON STUDENT PROJECT CHOICES. 
 

FASHION MERCHANDISING   Grades 11 – 12        1 credit 
 
This course includes marketing skills that are applicable to all marketing functions and tasks.  
Specifically the course will cover different types of retailers and retailing activities, becoming 
familiar with marketing and merchandising display methods and techniques, and understanding 
economic and population factors as they influence consumer demands.  Hands-on experience 
and/or special related projects will be included. 
 
 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT     Grades 11 – 12       ½ credit 
& PARENTING  
 
(Articulates to Carl Sandburg) 
 
Child Development and Parenting addresses the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors 
associated with supporting and promoting optimal growth and development of infants and 
children.  The focus is on research-based nurturing and parenting practices and skills, including 
brain development research that supports positive development of children.  Students will 



 21

explore opportunities in human services and education-related careers and develop a career 
portfolio. 
 
 

 LIVING ENVIRONMENT   Grades 11 – 12       ½ credit 
 
This beginning class in housing and interior design explores the trends and concerns of housing 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  The class will explore the housing styles, construction basics, 
design in furnishings and decorating, planning interiors, and consumer concerns.  There will be 
projects and outside application of principles learned.  Field trips will be taken and career 
possibilities examined.  Students will be asked to acquire current samples from stores to 
complete projects. 
 
STUDENT WILL PROVIDE ART MATERIALS AND LOOSE LEAF N OTEBOOK. 
 
 
ADULT LIVING       Grade 12        ½ credit 
 
Adult living deals with the problems of life an how these should be dealt with.  There is a great 
deal of open discussion on pertinent issues.  There are guest speakers dealing with laws, morals, 
health, and life in general.  Students will learn more about themselves and why they feel as they 
do about certain situations.  It is hoped that through this course the student can get in touch with 
his/her own feelings and better understand them.  There are several films that will be viewed and 
discussed in relation to the life decisions that persons must face.  Various resources are used to 
assist with life problems, which are explored. 
 
FAMILY RESOURCE MANAGMENT   Grade 12        ½ credit 
AND PLANNING  
 
(Formerly known as Consumer Ed./ Resource Management) 
 
 REQUIRED 
 
This is a state-required course, but will not be required of those students who can satisfactorily 
pass the state proficiency examination in consumer education.  No academic credit is earned via 
the proficiency examination; however, the requirement to take the course itself is thereby 
waived. 
 
This course focuses on the identification and management of personal and family resources to 
meet the needs, values, and wants of individuals and families throughout the life cycle.  The 
course utilizes a variety of project-based experiences and service learning opportunities to gain 
knowledge and expertise in understanding and applying management skills, with consideration to 
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diverse social, economic, technological, environmental, and cultural characteristics of 
individuals and families.  Topics include:  consumer rights and responsibilities in the 
marketplace; financial responsibility and decision making; planning and money management; 
credit and debt; risk management and insurance; saving and investment; homeownership; state 
and federal taxes; electronic banking; and current issues in the economy. 
 
 

 PARENTING     Grades 11 – 12       ½ credit 
(Articulates to Carl Sandburg) 
 
 REQUIRED 
 
This course helps students understand the responsibilities, satisfactions and stresses of 
parenthood.  Course content includes the following; managing and organizing parenting by 
applying decision-making and goal setting skills; applying the basic principles of the parenting 
process; practicing health and safety standards as related to parenting; providing experiences 
which encourage parents and children to maximize resources; encouraging human relations skills 
in children/ adolescents; community resource agencies and services; and evaluating impact on 
parenting of family and career changes. 
 
 
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION    Grades 11 – 12        1 credit 
(Construction) 
 
Cooperative Education is a capstone course designed to assist students in the development of 
effective skills and attitudes through practical, advanced instruction in school and on the job 
through cooperative education.  Students are released from school for their unpaid cooperative 
education work experience and must participate in 200 minutes per weeks of related classroom 
instruction.  The course content includes the following broad areas of emphasis:  further career 
education opportunities, planning for the future, job-seeking skills, personal development, human 
relationships, legal protection and responsibilities, economics and the job, organizations, and job 
termination.  Enrollment procedures may differ from one site to another. In order for a student to 
enroll in this course, they must have approval of their counselor and/ or coordinator/ instructor.  
Students must have a training agreement and training plans for employment.  Students must 
provide his/ her own transportation, their own job site and mentor, certification of insurance, and 
attend the required work skills with the advisor of the course. 
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INTERRELATED COOPERATIVE   Grades 11 – 12        1 credit 
EDUCATION WORK SKILLS CLASSROOM  
 

*  Required for Construction Students 
 
Classroom experience is required of students enrolled in COOP.  Class discussion will include 
units on:  Career and self-awareness, job seeking and employability skills, employer/ employee 
responsibilities and other related topics.  Videos, workbooks, online applications, and textbook 
will be required.  Topics of the class will provide an insight into career selections and life skills. 
 
 
FAMILY & CAREER RELATIONSHIPS  Grades 11 – 12        1 credit 
 
This course is designed to focus on the knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors needed to participate 
in positive, caring, and respectful relationships in the family, community, and workplace.  This 
project-based course uses communication, leadership, and management methods to develop 
knowledge and behaviors necessary for individuals to become independent, contributing, and 
responsible participants in family, community, and career settings.  Emphasis is placed on the 
development of techniques and strategies to assist individuals in responding to situations 
presented in family relationships and the workplace.  The course content includes:  managing 
responsibilities of living independently and as a family member; demonstrating goal-setting and 
decision-making skills; identifying and utilizing community resources; and developing effective 
relationships to promote communication with others.  The course provides students content to 
identify resources that will assist them in managing life situations. 
 
 

IX.    AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT    
 
The courses available through the agriculture department allow students to complete a 
comprehensive 4-year program.  These courses are offered primarily on a semester basis for 
those students having special interests in agriculture.  Whenever possible courses will allow 
flexibility to focus on areas of specific student interest within the subject area.  All courses will 
incorporate computer activities as part of the learning experience. 
 
Participation in the FFA organization and the S.A.E. course provides students with leadership 
training, travel, contests, and special shop or home project opportunities. 
 
The agriculture department strives to prepare students to enter and succeed in a wide variety of 
agriculture science/ agriculture business careers.  The more advanced agriculture courses will 
articulate with Black Hawk College as college credit. 
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AGRIBUSINESS –     Grades 11 – 12         1 credit 
OPERATIONS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP  

 
Prerequisites:  Intro to Ag  

 
This course will develop students' understanding of the agricultural industry relating to the 
United States and World marketplace.  Instructional units include:  business ownership types, 
planning and organizing the agribusiness, financing the agribusiness, keeping and using records 
in an agribusiness, operating the agribusiness, agricultural law, taxes, trading in the future and 
stock markets, and developing employability skills.   
 
 
 
SUPERVISED AGRICULTURAL   Grades 9 – 12        ¼ credit 
EXPERIENCE PROGRAM  
 
To enroll in this course a student must be enrolled in another course in this department and a 
member of the FFA organization.  The course is a full year enrollment of independent study 
based on completion of a project and record books approved by the instructor.  Students will 
choose a project from 22 possible selections, ranging from mechanics to wildlife management. 
 
Agricultural Mechanics    Home and Farmstead Improvement 
Agricultural Processing    Horse Proficiency 
Agricultural Sales and/or Service Nursery Operations 
Beef Production     Outdoor Recreation 
Crop Production     Placement in Agricultural 
Dairy Production     Production 
Diversified Livestock Production   Poultry Production 
Fish & Wildlife Production   Sheep Production 
Floriculture     Soil and Water Management 
Forest Management    Swine Production 
Fruit and/or Vegetable Production   Turf & Landscape Management 
Agricultural Electrification 
 
 
 

INTRO TO AG INDUSTRY  Grades 9 – 12        1 credit 
 
This introductory course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the agricultural 
industry is organized; its major components; the economic influence of agriculture at state, 
national and international levels; and the scope and types of job opportunities in the agricultural 
field.  Both agribusiness and production applications are presented.  Basic concepts in animal 
science, plant science, social science, horticulture, agricultural resources, agribusiness 
management and agricultural mechanics are included.   
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BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE    Grades 10 – 12         1 credit 
APPLICATIONS IN AGRICULTURE  
  
 Prerequisite:  Biology I 
 
This course is designed to reinforce and extend students understanding of science by associating 
basic scientific principles and concepts with relevant applications in agriculture. Students will 
examine major phases of plant growth and management in agriculture and the specific biological 
science concepts that govern management decisions.  Topics of study are in the areas of initiating 
plant growth – germination, plant sensory mechanisms, enzyme action, absorption, and 
managing plant growth – photosynthesis, respiration, translocation, metabolism, and growth 
regulation.   
 
Students will examine major phases of animal agriculture and specific biological science 
concepts that govern management decisions in the animal industry.  Topics of study are in the 
areas of growth and development of animals – embryology, nutrition, immunity systems, and 
processing animal products – preservation, fermentation, and pasteurization.  The course will be 
valuable preparation for further education and will increase the relevance of science through the 
applied setting of agriculture by enhancing literacy in science and the scientific process.   This 
course will go toward a science credit. 
 

AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS    Grades 10 – 12        1 credit 
 
This year long course is designed to expose the student to basic knowledge and hands-on skills in 
areas directly applicable to the agricultural industry in this area.  Major units of instruction will 
include basic hand tool/ power tool knowledge, care and identification; blueprint reading; 
construction skills; and the basic principles of both arc welding and oxyacetylene welding/ 
cutting.  Additional units of instruction will include electricity, electrical writing, small engines, 
and the safety involved with these areas.  Students will have the opportunity to apply these skills 
and knowledge in a laboratory/ shop setting.  Safety and maintenance of tools/ equipment will be 
emphasized. 
 

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE  Grades 10 – 12        1 credit 
 
 * Science Credit 
 
This course is designed to introduce students to the horticulture industry and provide them with 
basic plant science knowledge that can be further developed in advanced horticulture courses. 
Major units of instruction include landscape design, soil science, horticultural careers, plant 
anatomy, seed germination, plant propagation, growing media, pest management, hydroponics, 
identifying horticultural plants, growing greenhouse crops, and floral design.   
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 NATURAL RESOURCES  Grades 10-12                  1 credit 
 
This course develops management and conservation skills in understanding the connection 
between agriculture and natural resources. Student knowledge and skills are developed in: 
understanding natural resources and its importance; fish, wildlife, and forestry management and 
conservation; and exploring outdoor recreational enterprises. Alternative energy and the careers 
opportunities available with alternative energy will also be discussed.  Hunting and fishing as a 
sport, growing and managing tree forests, and outdoor safety education will be featured.   Career 
exploration will be discussed including:  park ranger, game warden, campground manager, 
forester, conservation officer, wildlife manager, and related occupations.   
 
 

X.    DRIVER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT    
 
 
DRIVER EDUCATION     Grades 9 – 10       ½ credit 
 
The class consists of 30 hours of classroom work and 6 hours of behind the wheel training.  
The classroom consists of the basic written test and an eye exam, which are both required to 
obtain a driving permit.  The classroom also includes programs on insurance coverage, seatbelt 
and motorcycle safety and concludes with 4 instructional tapes on how to apply the rules of the 
road.  The grade you receive will be the average of the 30 classroom hours. 
 
The final phase of the class is the 6 hours of the behind the wheel training with the instructor.  
Your grade in this phase will be the pass or fail that you receive on your license facility road test. 
 

XI.    ART DEPARTMENT    
 
ART I        Grades 9 – 12       ½ credit 
 
In this introductory course the student is given a basic art background through the use of a 
variety of materials in a wide range of experiences.  These include two-dimensional work such as 
drawing, design, printmaking and painting.  Three-dimensional work includes ceramics, 
weaving, and sculpture.  More breadth is reached through work with collage, lettering, 
perspective, art history and vocabulary tests.  The student learns art skills, techniques, and 
personal interests.  This is a two-semester course and must be taken in sequence. 
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  DRAWING & DESIGN I   Grade 10 - 12       ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  Art I 
 
This course offering affords further study in the area of drawing and two-dimension and 3 
dimension design.  The drawing includes working in the media of pencil, ink, charcoal, and 
pastel.  The subject areas studied will be still-life landscape, perspective and life drawing.  The 
course will lead students to work in different materials.  They will create designs in black and 
white and color.  A sketchbook will be due each week and an Art History paper and drawing will 
be due near the end of the semester. 
 
 

  PAINTING     Grade 10 - 12       ½ credit 
& PRINTMAKING  
 
 Prerequisite:  Art I, Drawing & Design I 
 
This course offering will further the study in painting and printmaking.  The area of painting 
includes working in ink wash and watercolor.  Students may work in acrylics or oil paints if they 
supply their own paints and brushes.  Painting areas studied will be still-life and landscape.  
Printmaking will cover many different methods of painting, mono prints, linoleum printing, sign 
printing and etching.  The students will work with water and oil base inks.  Weekly sketchbook 
assignments and tests will be given.  An Art History paper and drawing is due near the end of the 
semester. 
 

CERAMICS & SCULPTURE    Grade 11        ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Art I, Drawing & Design I 
 
In this course, the student will work with both hand building and wheel techniques in ceramics.  
The student will be involved in glazing and kiln firing of ceramic projects.  Sculpture will find 
students working in wood, clay, paper, metal and plaster.  The students will start from the design 
to the finished surface.  In addition, a sketchbook is due weekly and an Art History paper is due 
near the end of the semester. 
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STUDIO ART I       Grades 11 – 12       ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Art I, D & D, or  C & S, P & P 
 
Each student’s special interest is taken into consideration and independent work is stressed.  The 
student is required to finish a minimum of four in-depth projects each quarter.  A weekly 
sketchbook assignment is due.  A paper about an artist or art work will be due near the end of the 
semester.  There will be tests on Art History as well as vocabulary.  A final project will be due at 
the end of the course. 
 
STUDIO ART II       Grade 12        ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisite:  Studio Art I 
 
The student will be doing independent study on a subject area he/she has selected.  A minimum 
of four projects will be due each quarter.  Requirements:  sketchbook weekly, Art History paper, 
tests and a final project due near the end of the semester. 
 
STUDIO ART III       Grade 12        ½ credit 
 
 Prerequisites:  Studio Art II 
 
Independent study approach with same basic requirements as Studio Art II. 
 
 

XII.     MUSIC DEPARTMENT   
     
 

  CHORUS     Grades 9 – 12        1 credit 
 
The high school chorus gives changing and recently changed voices a chance to develop their 
capabilities while participating in a group activity.  The chorus also participates in solo and 
ensemble contest, and occasionally sings the Star Spangled Banner at varsity ball games. 
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XIII.       PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION     Grades 9 – 12        1 credit 
  
 Required unless officially excused as outlined on pages 1 – 2 
 
The student will develop physical fitness, learn good personal hygiene for healthful living, 
develop recreational skills, develop good sportsmanship and fair play, and learn desirable social 
attitudes in physical education.  Individual and dual sports (badminton, table tennis, dance, golf, 
pickle ball) will be included in the curriculum where class size and equipment are suitable.  
Team sports available are soccer, speedball, flag football, basketball, volleyball, softball, cage 
ball, whiffleball, ultimate Frisbee, monarch.  Physical fitness tests will be given.  Objectives of 
physical education courses include:  (a)  To develop skills and knowledge of individual and team 
activities for later use of leisure time, and (b) To establish a well-rounded program where 
students get a variety of activities and are taught the fundamentals and strategy of play.  All non-
contact sports competition will be coeducational. 
 
 

    STRENGTH & CONDITIONING  Grades 9 – 12       ½ credit  
(Part One) 
 
Emphasis in this class would be learning how to design a personal fitness plan using a textbook, 
handouts, field trips to fitness facilities, and participation.  Students will be graded on 
improvement, general knowledge from class work, and classroom evaluations.  Students will 
also be able to identify major muscle groups and analyze lifestyles, learn proper stretching 
techniques, and recognize the proper functioning of the human body. 
 
STRENGTH & CONDITIONING    Grades 9 – 12       ½ credit  
(Part Two) 
 
This phase of the program would include conditioning, wellness, and nutrition.  Students will be 
able to identify and create a balance of the three with an emphasis on proper eating habits and 
how these choices will affect them for life.  There will also be an emphasis on how their 
activities will affect their lifetime wellness, stress reduction, variations of fitness, and nutritional 
needs.  Students will be evaluated by their progress, abilities to make necessary changes, 
textbook tests, and class participation.  A portion of this class will also contain classroom work, 
computer inquiries, and a total fitness plan. 
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XIV.  LEARNING DISABILITIES PROGRAM  
 
 
Williamsfield High School currently offers services to students of the Knox – Warren Special 
Education cooperative. 
 
Williamsfield High School offers a resource room arrangement for its learning disabled students 
which includes both pull out instruction as well as inclusion in regular education classes with 
support services.  Inclusion services are offered in a variety of ways, which include 
collaboration, team teaching, parallel teaching and more.  The type of instruction provided is 
based on the IEP with the Least Restrictive Environment in mind while maximizing remediation 
of deficit areas to enhance independent functioning for adult life. 
 
The goal of the Learning Disabilities Resource program is to provide students with optimal 
learning environments and instruction in both regular and special classes to maximize their 
academic success.  Through utilization of the program services, students will acquire necessary 
skills to enable them to continue their academic growth as well as independent functioning in 
society. 
 
 

XV.  GALESBURG AREA VOCATIONAL CENTER  
 
 
Courses at Galesburg Area Vocational Center, located in Galesburg High School, are open to all 
students in grades 11 and 12.  Students attending the vocational center, other than in the area of 
Cosmetology, receive 3.5 units of credit per year for courses there.  Vocational center students 
are permitted a waiver of daily physical education requirement. 
 
 
Courses available at the Galesburg Area Vocational Center are: 
 
 

 AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY I     Grades 11 – 12     3.5 credits 
 
This course is designed for all juniors and seniors who are interested in Automotive Technology.  
It is composed of the theory and operation of all mechanical, electrical, and computer systems of 
engines.  This includes overhaul, general repair, and preventive maintenance.   Much emphasis is 
placed on the students learning the proper use of manuals, tools and test equipment found in 
modern automotive shops.  The student will receive a general working knowledge of mechanical 
or electronic component operation and physical working experience of correct diagnoses and 
repair of the above systems. 
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 AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY II    Grade 12     3.5 credits 
 
 Prerequisite:  Successful completion of GAVC Automotive Technology I (633) 
 
Automotive Technology II is designed for seniors who have successfully completed Automotive 
Technology I.  This course consists of all phases of general automotive servicing, including 
alignment and front-end servicing, tune-up, use of electronic diagnostic instruments, major and 
minor overhaul drive trains, and repair of transmissions.  Most work is done on automobiles just 
as they would come in the shop in an auto dealer’s service department.  The students receive 
actual job type responsibilities and apply their knowledge in a physical manner.  Experience with 
proper diagnostic procedures of on-board computers, electronics, and the different types of fuel 
injection systems will be offered.  Successful completion of Automotive Technology I & II 
articulates with the Automotive Technology Program at Carl Sandburg College. 
 
 

  CHILD CARE & GUIDANCE  Grades 11 – 12    3.5 credits 
 
This course is especially valuable to those planning careers in childcare, early childhood 
education, or elementary education.  Students will gain work experience with children in a 
laboratory setting.  Educational experiences including participation as teachers and assistants in 
community centers and elementary schools will supplement classroom learning.  Successful 
completion of this course articulates with the Carl Sandburg College course CHD 104 – Play and 
Creative Activities. 
 
 

  DRAFTING & CAD    Grades 11 – 12    3.5 credits 
 
Drafting/CAD emphasizes the areas of performing presentation techniques such as various 
graphs, producing architectural drawings, drawing light commercial building plans, interpreting 
codes and constructing structural working drawings, producing mechanical and electrical/ 
electronic working drawings, producing civil engineering drawings, and using and producing 
CAD drawings.  Successful completion of Drafting/CAD articulates with the Associate in 
Applied Science Machine Drafting and Design Program and the Certificate of Computer Aided 
Drafting/Design Program at Carl Sandburg College. 
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 EMT/ BASIC      Grade 12        3.5 credits  
 
This is a course of instruction in basic emergency medical services.  Students will learn patient 
assessment, stabilization, and pre-hospital medical treatment of injured and ill patients.  This 
course includes classroom instruction, practical demonstrations, testing and clinical experiences.  
This course will prepare students to take the licensure examination of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health to become and EMT-B.  To work as an emergency medical technician you must:  
Have a high school diploma or GED, be at least 18 years old, have a driver’s license, be in good 
physical condition, complete an approved medical technician program, work well under pressure, 
and be able to work as part of a team. 
 
EXPLORING HEALTH CAREERS/   Grades 11 – 12    3.5 credits 
MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY  
 
This course provides students with a core of knowledge to the health care industry and helps 
refine their health care-related knowledge and skills.  This core of knowledge will develop the 
students’ cognitive and affective skills in formulating a strong foundation for entry-level skill 
development.  Topics covered usually include (but are not limited to) an overview of health care 
delivery; patient care, including assessment of vital signs, body mechanics, and diet; anatomy 
and physiology; identification and use of medical equipment and supplies; medical terminology; 
hygiene and disease prevention; first aid and CPR procedures; laboratory procedures; and ethical 
and legal responsibilities. 
 
Medical terminology courses learn how to identify medical terms and analyzing their 
components.  These courses emphasize defining medical prefixes, root words, suffixes, and 
abbreviations.  The primary focus is on developing both oral and written skills in the language 
used to communicate within health care professions. 
 

   FIRE SCIENCE   Grades 11 – 12    3.5 credits 
 
This course is designed to prepare students for entry-level fire fighter positions.  Students will 
learn through classroom and guided practice activities the essentials of fire suppression, which 
includes:  fire department orientation and terminology, fire department history, understanding 
fire behavior, wearing personal protective clothing, identifying ropes, tying knots, using fire 
extinguishers, performing forcible entry, carrying and raising ladders, operating self-contained 
breathing apparatus, employing search and rescue techniques, working with ventilation tools and 
practicing hose evolutions on an operating fire engine all in a safety conscious environment.  
These skills along with leadership and communication skills will prepare the student for 
certification and work opportunities in this particular field. 
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    FOOD SERVICE            Grades 11 – 12     3.5 credits 
MANAGEMENT  
 
This course prepares juniors and seniors for careers in foodservice management.  Students learn 
about the industry and develop food preparation skills and business skills.  The course provides 
the Food Service Sanitation coursework and the Department of Public Health’s sanitation 
certification examination.  Upon successful completion of the examination, students receive the 
Illinois Sanitation Certificate.  Students experience an internship in a variety of industry settings 
– quick serve, casual, fine dining, corporate, catering, or institutional.  This program includes the 
following areas of instruction:  a foundation in foods and nutrition, preparation of restaurant-
quality food, customer relations, cost controls, menu planning, marketing, management skills, 
and communications.  If the internship experience falls outside of the regular school day, there 
may be some personal transportation requirements. 
 
 

  INTRODUCTION TO   Grades 11 – 12     3.5 credits 
LAW ENFORCEMENT  
 
This course deals with the basic understanding of criminal justice agencies, their operations, 
objectives and basic purposes.  Career opportunities are also examined within the criminal justice 
field.  The various types of specialties within a police department are also investigated.  These 
specialties may include accident investigation report writing and reviewing, breathalyzer, patrol 
operations, police testing, crime scene and collection of evidence. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO   Grades 11 – 12     3.5 credits 
PHARMACOLOGY  
 
This course emphasizes the knowledge and skills necessary to assist a pharmacist or pharmacy 
technician.  Course topics and experience enables students to understand medical terminology, 
keep and maintain records, label medication, perform computer billing, perform stock inventory, 
and order supplies.  These courses also emphasize pharmaceutical classification, drug 
interactions, and interpersonal/ communication skills. 
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MACHINE SHOP I     Grades 11 – 12     3.5 credits 
 
This course is designed for students who are interested in pursuing the machinist’s trade as an 
occupation.  Speed, accuracy, production methods, use of correct materials, tool, and fixture 
design will be covered.  Students will learn to operate machines (lathes, mills, etc.) in industry, 
including Computer Aided Drafting (CAD)/ Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAM) and 
Computer Numerical Control (CNC) operations.  Successful completion of this course articulates 
with the Carl Sandburg College course MTL 101 – Machine Tool Fundamentals. 
 
 
 
 
NETWORKING TECHNOLOGY   Grades 11 – 12     3.5 credits 
 
This course is a complete program based on the principles and practices of designing, building 
and maintaining networks.  Instruction includes network theory, number systems, memory 
structure, buffers and registers, microprocessor configuration, peripheral equipment and 
programming as it applies to routers in a networking environment.  Students will also receive 
advanced training in network design, networking management and router configuration.  
Students who complete this program will have the expertise needed to pass the required test to 
achieve Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) status.  Students will receive college credit 
in addition to GHS credit.  Galesburg Area Vocational Center is an authorized CISCO 
Networking Academy. 
 
 
 

NURSING ASSISTANT/   Grades 11 – 12     3.5 credits 
HEALTH OCCUPATIONS     
 
This course introduces basic skills to prepare students for a solid foundation in the health care  
field.  Students receive instruction in the basic fundamentals of patient care in both theory and  
clinical practice.  Students will develop basic skills in body mechanics, medical asepsis, ethics,  
safety, medical terminology, as well as personal care to patients.  Participation in clinical  
practice at local health care facilities provides the student with actual hands-on experience in a  
variety of situations.  Upon successful completion of this course, students will be eligible to take  
the written examination for nurse assistant certification.  The units of instruction will include the  
role of the nurse assistant, geriatric aide, and home health aide including skills related to  
observing and reporting.  In addition the student will learn about care of equipment and supplies,  
policies and procedures, special feeding techniques, psychological support during long-term and  
terminal illness, as well as other basic nursing skills.  Successful completion of this course  
articulates with the Carl Sandburg College course NAD 100 – Introduction to Nursing:   
Principles and Skills. 
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 WELDING                              Grades 11 – 12     3.5 credits 
AND FABRICATION  
 
This course is designed for students who are planning on a career in either production or job 
shop industrial welding.  The main objective is to acquire the skills and the knowledge necessary 
to enter industry as a beginning welder.  Much time will be spent in the welding lab.  The course 
will include stick arc welding, mig welding, tig welding, plasma cutting, cutting torches, brazing, 
braze welding, submerged arc, blue prints, and shop safety.  Students will receive college credit 
in addition to GHS credit.  Some use of personal transportation may be needed. 
 
The district with the exception of those students taking cosmetology courses, which are at Carl 
Sandburg College, provides all transportation to and from the Galesburg Area Vocational Center.  
Registration for the Galesburg Area Vocational Center is in the spring and must be completed no 
later than May 31st. 
 
 
 
 


